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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS 

SOUTHERN DIVISION 

423970 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 

Plaintiff, 

V. 

LOUIS WOLF, a/k/a GUSTAV 
SIERAWSKI, d/b/a ILLINOIS 
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION, 
COMMERCIAL MANAGEMENT 
COMPANY, CMC MANAGEMENT, 

Defendant. 

No. 89 C 5915 

Judge James B. Zagel 

AFFIDAVIT OF WILLIAM W. SIMES 

William Simes, being duly sworn on oath, deposes and states 

as follows: 

1. I have been employed by the United States Environmental 

Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) in Chicago, Illinois for the past 11 

years. Currently, I hold the position of Master On-Scene 

Coordinator (OSC). In order to become a Master OSC, one must 

have five years of experience coordinating the removal of 

hazardous substances at complex and cost significant sites. At 

the time of the removal action taken at the A-Chem Site, I held 

the position of Senior OSC. 

2. A removal action of hazardous substances is taken to 

prevent or mitigate immediate and significant risk to human 

health, life, or the environment from such situations as: 

(1) human, animal, or food chain exposure to acutely toxic 

substances; (2) contamination of a drinking water supply; 



(3) threat of fire and/or explosion; or, (4) a similarly acute 

situation. A removal action is taken pursuant to the authority 

set forth in Section 104 of the Comprehensive Environmental 

Response, Compensation and Liability Act of 1980, as amended 

(CERCLA), 42 U.S.C. § 9604. 

3. The A-Chemical Corporation Site (A-Chem) is located at 

1322 North Western Avenue in a mixed residential and commercial 

area of Chicago, Illinois. A-Chem custom blended chemicals for 

the electroplating industry. The building was located between 

two residential multi-story buildings. The A-Chem building 

consisted of two sections divided by a masonry wall. On 

January 26, 1986, the western section of the building which 

contained the A-Chem lab was gutted by fire. The eastern section 

of the building remained intact. The eastern section was used to 

store drums. A complete inventory of chemicals was unobtainable 

as a result of the drum labels becoming charred by the fire. 

4. I participated in the A-Chem removal action by 

assisting the lead OSC on site. I worked with the lead OSC for 

approximately three weeks on the A-Chem matter. While on site, I 

viewed the building and its contents. The drums contained within 

the building were charred and many of the drums had tipped over. 

The integrity of the building structure was suspect as a result 

of the fire. I could read one drum label identifying the 

contents as hexavalent chromium. I also viewed hexavalent 

chromium which had spilled into the ground in the lab area of the 



building as well as run-off which had migrated into neighboring 

yards, the front sidewalk and the rear of the building. Chromic 

acid leaves a characteristic brownish stain, which is tinged with 

gold on the edges of the stain. 

5. Water from the fire extinguishing operations had run 

off to the adjacent street and yards. Because of the low outside 

ambient temperature snow and ice formed; the snow and ice became 

contaminated with hexavalent and total chromium by the run-off. 

6. The lead OSC received authorization from the Regional 

Administrator to expend funds to abate the imminent and 

substantial endangerment posed by the conditions present at this 

Site including a threat of fire or explosion, by the direct 

contact of humans by hazardous substances, and by the threat of 

off-site migration of contaminants. 

7. Samples were obtained of the run-off, spilled 

materials, and from the drums. Following the usual sampling 

protocols, including proper holding times and chain of custody, 

the samples were sent to an U.S. EPA approved lab for analysis. 

I discussed the lab reports with the lead OSC. The analysis 

revealed the presence of total chromium and hexavalent chromium 

in significant levels. 

8. Pursuant to the National Contingency Plan (NCP), the 

U.S. EPA must complete and maintain documentation to support all 

actions taken under the NCP and to form the basis of cost 

recovery. The OSC checks daily the U.S. EPA Form 1900-55 which 



is the "Hazardous Substance Response Fund Contractor Cost 

Report," which lists daily costs incurred by the U.S. EPA and its 

contractors in the performance of the removal activities. The 

Form 1900-55S were checked to ensure that estimated costs were 

correct and allowable under the Emergency Response Contractor 

Services (ERCS) contract for removal activities undertaken 

pursuant to the NCP. While on site, I also reviewed daily work 

orders. 

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO 

before me on this ot) day of 

, 1991. ft-Aoy^ 

My commission expires 

< "OFFICIAL SEAL" •' 
i Joseph Kruth • ] 
< Notary Public. State of Illinois • 
< My Commissicn Expires 7/14/92 ^ 


